Emergency surgery after saphenous vein graft perforation complicated by catheter balloon entrapment and hemorrhagic shock.
Emergency surgery for acute vein graft perforation and balloon entrapment during percutaneous angioplasty is reported here. Prompt extracorporeal circulation through peripheral cannulation enabled the control of systemic perfusion despite cardiac arrest. Vein graft repair was achieved by an autologous pericardial patch. Appropriate and tailored mechanical circulatory support allowed successful extracorporeal circulation withdrawal, limited intraoperative cardiac damage, and postoperative controlled recovery of ventricular function with ultimate favorable outcome.